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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Pentagon Study: Spaceport Camden Needed to 
Protect Strategic US Interests 

 
WOODBINE, Ga. – August 5, 2021 – A new report commissioned by the 

Pentagon’s Defense Innovation Unit advises that spaceport access is vital in order for the 
U.S. to continue to lead in space exploration – a finding that highlights Spaceport 
Camden’s important role. The report stated, “Our nation’s continued leadership in space 
may well be determined by whether U.S. launch capacity can be expanded rapidly 
enough to meet anticipated demand.”  
 

The paper, authored by the consulting firm Quilty Analytics, discusses the difficult and 
time-consuming process to make a launch site operational. Importantly, the study found 
that the majority of US Spaceports are unsuitable for future launch needs because they 
are horizontal, not vertical launch sites like Spaceport Camden. The study notes, “[d]ue 
to the inherent performance limitations of horizontal launch, the future space economy 
will be dependent on vertical launch.” However, “[e]fforts to establish all-new vertical 
launch sites have historically encountered resistance from environmentalists and local 
citizenry. SpaceX’s Boca Chica launch site required about eight years from initial plans 
to the first experimental launch, and an effort to develop a new launch site in Camden, 
GA, has been ongoing since 2012.” 
 

The authors note that FAA is working to streamline launch and reentry licensing 
requirements and better coordinate airspace with restrictions, which should “support a 
two-to-three-fold increase in the annual launch cadence.” However, even with this 
increase in launch capacity they found that “the U.S. will still remain precariously 
dependent on a handful of key spaceports – a dependency that, if not resolved, will 
undermine U.S. interests strategically and commercially in the next decade.” 
 

Finally, the authors note that “[f]or an industry accustomed to overcoming ‘rocket science’ 
challenges, the simple issue of spaceport access may seem like a routine matter, but it 

mailto:jsimpson@capitolresourcesllc.com
https://www.quiltyanalytics.com/wp-content/uploads/210714_QUILTY_Emerging-Space-Economy.pdf
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could singlehandedly throttle the industry’s long-term growth rate if not properly 
addressed and resolved.”  
 

“Opponents of Spaceport Camden have tried to sell a tale that Spaceport Camden isn’t 
necessary. That’s a myth that has now been fully debunked by this Pentagon study,” said 
Board of County Commissioners Chairman, Gary Blount.  “Not only is Spaceport Camden 
necessary to protect US strategic interests, this catalyst project is of local and regional 
significance. Spaceport Camden will help fuel Camden’s future prosperity,” added Blount.   
 

Camden County is waiting on the FAA to issue a Record of Decision on its Final 
Environmental Impact Statement which was published on July 24, 2021.  That decision 
is expected in September 2021.  
 
More about Spaceport Camden: 
Our Vision is to develop a successful world class spaceport through a public-private partnership that establishes 
Camden County as the Commercial Space Center of the United States. Our Mission is to create the premier spaceport 
strategically positioned to provide economic diversity with a competitive advantage for the space sector, Camden 
County, the State of Georgia and the United States of America. For more information, please view our website at 
www.SpaceportCamden.us.  
 
 

Find us on:  CamdenSpaceport  SpaceportCamden 
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